
West Fork tuckaseegee 

FloWs again!

aW’s annual report

plus

grand canyons
ͻ�'�D��K&�hWW�Z��D��KE�d,Z��d�E����z���D^͊

ͻ�KE��D�E͛^�t�/d�&KZ�the iconic u.s. river trip 

�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ͻ��ĐĐĞƐƐ�ͻ��ǀĞŶƚƐ�ͻ��ĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞ�ͻ�^ĂĨĞƚǇ�� �z��K�d�Z^�&KZ��K�d�Z^
Jul/Aug 2013



Ϯϲ� ĂŵĞƌŝĐĂŶǁŚŝƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ͘ ŽƌŐ

>ŝŬĞ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ͕�ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕�
cereal is not a topic to be brought up in 

public. It’s too controversial.  
 – Erma Bombeck

CÊÄ¦Ù�ãç½�ã®ÊÄÝ͕� dÙ®Ö� >����Ù͕�
ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŶͲĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�
ƚŽ�ƌĂŌ�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĂŶĚ��ĂŶǇŽŶ͘ Before 

ƐŚŽǀŝŶŐ�Žī�ĨƌŽŵ�>ĞĞƐ�&ĞƌƌǇ�ŐĞƚ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�
work. WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ� ŵƵůƟͲĚĂǇ� �ĂŶǇŽŶ� ƚƌŝƉƐ�
is stressful unless you’re a wedding 

coordinator who thrives on chaos. Start 

early. You’re not only planning a wedding 

of sorts, but also a honeymoon—for 16. I 

ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵǇ�ϭϲͲĚĂǇ�
trip than my wife spent being pregnant. 

And she has two kids. Be clear, direct, and 

transparent with your team and you’ll 

succeed. Leading Grand Canyon trips 

ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ĞīŽƌƚ�ďƵƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞĨƵů�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶ͕�
common sense, and luck, you’ll have the 

ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŝĨĞ͘�tŝƚŚ�ĂƉŽůŽŐŝĞƐ�ƚŽ��ƌŵĂ�
Bombeck, I made the issues of religion, 

ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ͕�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐĞƌĞĂů͕�ƉƵďůŝĐ͘ 

Execute your power but be careful. You are 

ŝŶǀŝƟŶŐ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ũƵƐƚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞ�
about the Canyon as you. Your task is to 

prepare, take charge, and balance group 

input. You’ll learn soon whether your 

diplomacy skills are up to the challenge. 

WŽůŝƟĐƐ� ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ� ǁŚĞŶ� ƚŚƌĞĞ� Žƌ� ŵŽƌĞ�
gather, so unless you’re running solo, 

expect it.

zŽƵ� ĂƌĞ� ŝŶ� ĐŚĂƌŐĞ� ŽĨ� ůŽŐŝƐƟĐƐ͕� ďƵĚŐĞƚ͕�
ŵĞŶƵ͕�ƌĞĐƌƵŝƟŶŐ͕�ĚĞůĞŐĂƟŽŶ͕�ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�
ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ͕�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͕�ŐƌŽƵƉ�
ĚǇŶĂŵŝĐƐ͕�ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚƐ͕�ŵŽƟǀĂƟŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƚĞĂŵ͕�
and toilet paper. You are also the complaint 

department. A Grand Canyon trip is like a 

Survivor�ĞƉŝƐŽĚĞ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�:Ğī�WƌŽďƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�
the torches.

Trip planning requires research, listening, 

ĚŝƌĞĐƟŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂǁŬǁĂƌĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘ 
Embrace the role and request help. Very 

rarely do you get a shot at organizing such 

an event. /�ŚĂĚ�ĂŶ�ϭϴͲǇĞĂƌ�ŐĂƉ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
'ƌĂŶĚ� �ĂŶǇŽŶ� ƚƌŝƉƐ͙� ůŽŶŐ� ĞŶŽƵŐŚ� ƚŽ�

ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ�Ă� ǀŽƟŶŐ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ͘ I may have 

ĨƌĞƩĞĚ� ƚŽŽ� ŵƵĐŚ� ǁŝƚŚ� ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͕� ďƵƚ� ƚŚĞ�
devil is in the details. KŶ�ŵǇ�ĮƌƐƚ��ĂŶǇŽŶ�
trip we broke the adaptor for the propane 

ĐĂŶŝƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŽŬĞĚ�ŵĞĂůƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ďĂĐŬͲ
up fuel stove. Glad we brought enough  

white gas.

Here’s friendly advice about unpopular 

ƚŽƉŝĐƐ͙ 

DŽŶĞǇ�ʹ��ƵĚŐĞƚ͕��ĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ͕�
ZĞĨƵŶĚƐ
&Ğǁ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĞŶũŽǇ� ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŵŽŶĞǇ͘ 
The problem is that money usually stays 

in people’s pockets. Use your friends’ 

ŵŽŶĞǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐĂƵƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂǇ�ŽŶ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ͘ 
Two ways to tarnish friendships are to lose 

Žƌ�ŝŶĞĸĐŝĞŶƚůǇ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵŽŶĞǇ͘ They 

ŵĂǇ�͞ ƵŶĨƌŝĞŶĚ͟�ǇŽƵ�ŽŶ�&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͕�Žƌ�ǁŽƌƐĞ͘

I informed my friends that costs could reach 

$1,300 per head but aimed to stay under 

$1,000. KŶ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�ĞǆƉĞĚŝƟŽŶƐ�;ϭϰͲĚĂǇ�'ƌĂŶĚ�
�ĂŶǇŽŶ͕�ϭϭͲĚĂǇ�dĂƚƐĞŶƐŚŝŶŝͿ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�

d«��'Ù�Ä����ÄùÊÄ͗�d«��Ù��½�óÊÙ»�
��¦®ÄÝ�ÊÄ���Ö�ÙÃ®ã�®Ý�®Ä�«�Ä� 

�ù��Ù®��D®½½�Ù

>ƵŶĐŚ�Ăƚ�ZĞĚǁĂůů��ĂǀĞƌŶ
WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ��ƌŝĐ�DŝůůĞƌ



:Ƶůͬ�ƵŐ�ϮϬϭϯ� Ϯϳ

half that. Private Canyon trips can run as 

low as $350 per person. But these trips may 

rely on personal gear (kitchens, blasters, 

coolers, groovers, rafts) and perhaps 

menus of Top Ramen and canned stew. I 

ŽǁŶ�ŬĂǇĂŬƐ͕�ƚǁŽ�ƌĂŌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŵŝƐŚͲŵĂƐŚ�
of kitchen gear. My equipment works for 

ƚŚƌĞĞ�ĚĂǇ�ũĂƵŶƚƐ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZŽŐƵĞ�Žƌ�^ĂŶ�
:ƵĂŶ�ďƵƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŶĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƞŝƚ�Ă�ϭϲͲĚĂǇ�
Canyon trip. I was transparent about costs 

ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞĚ�ŝĚĞĂƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵǇͲŝŶ͘ This was 

their trip too.

/� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞĚ� ƚŚƌĞĞ� ŽƵƞŝƩĞƌƐ� ĨŽƌ� ƌĂŌƐ͕�
kitchen gear, and food packing. All had 

ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ƌĞƉƵƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘ /�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�ŽƵƞŝƩĞƌ�
that had the widest variety of choices 

ĂŶĚ�ĞĂƐŝĞƐƚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘ KŶ�ŵǇ�ƉƌŝŽƌ�
�ĂŶǇŽŶ�ƚƌŝƉ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƌĂŌƐ�ůŽƐƚ��ͲƌŝŶŐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ďĞŐĂŶ�ĚŝƐŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŶŐ�ďǇ��ĂǇ�ϭϮ͘ I decided to 

ƌŝĚĞ�͞ĐŽŵĨǇ͟�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŶƚĞĚ�ĮǀĞ�ϭϴͲĨŽŽƚ�ƌĂŌƐ�
with plenty of room to store gear. Money 

was important but I didn’t want to trim 

ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ� ĨŽŽĚ͕�ƉƌŽƉĂŶĞ͕�Žƌ͙ ƚŽŝůĞƚ�
paper. Imagine arguing about toilet paper 

ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�>ĞĞƐ�&ĞƌƌǇ͘ What a buzz kill. 

/�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚ�ŶŽŶͲƌĞĨƵŶĚĂďůĞ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ�
ŽĨ�ΨϯϬϬ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚ�ĮŐƵƌŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�
was more painful for someone to walk 

away from that amount. Many friends said 

they’d go but cash on the barrel guaranteed 

Ă�ƟĐŬĞƚ͘ /�ŬĞƉƚ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ŝŶ�ĐĂƐĞ�
of an audit (which never happened). I 

collected two other $500 deposits prior 

to launch, including $100 to replace  

damaged gear.

&ƵŶĚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƞŝƩĞƌ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ͕�
buying food, and covering light 

ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ�ĐŽƐƚƐ͘ zŽƵ͛ůů�ŶĞĞĚ�ĐĂƐŚ�ŇŽǁ�
ƚŽ� ŝŶŝƟĂƚĞ� ƚƌŝƉ� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ My trip’s cost 

amounted to $18,000, or roughly $1,100 

per head, and I was able to refund extra 

budget reserves including the full damage 

deposit. tĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ǁƌĞĐŬĞĚ�Ă�ĐŽīĞĞ�ƉŽƚ�ůŝĚ͘ 

dŚĞ�ƚƌŝƉ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƉŽƌƚĂůͲƚŽͲ
ƉŽƌƚĂů� ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ͘ WĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ� ƉĂŝĚ�

their own travel expenses to Arizona. 

DǇ� �ůĂƐŬĂ� ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ� ŵĂĚĞ� Ă� ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�
ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ͘ DǇ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�͞ĂŚͲ
ŚĂŚ͟�ŵŽŵĞŶƚ�ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚ�ǁŚĞŶ�/�ƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŽƵƞŝƩĞƌ͛Ɛ� ůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ� ƌĞůĞĂƐĞ� ĨŽƌŵ� Ăƚ� >ĞĞƐ�
Ferry. Gear worth about $60,000 was in 

my name. Gulp. /�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƚŽůĚ�ŵǇ�ǁŝĨĞ͕�ƵŶƟů�
now that is.

dƌŝƉ�>ĞŶŐƚŚ
My permit dictated that I pass Phantom 

Ranch by Day 6 and reach Diamond Creek 

by Day 16. I desired that invitees commit 

ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ƚƌŝƉ�;ŶŽ�ŚŝŬĞƌƐ�ŝŶͬŽƵƚ�WŚĂŶƚŽŵ�
Ranch). KŶ�Ă�ϭϵϵϯ�ƚƌŝƉ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĚĞƌ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�
ŚŝŬĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĂŌ�ƉĂƌƚǇ�Ăƚ�WŚĂŶƚŽŵ�
Ranch. KŶĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŇǇ�ŽƵƚ�
via chartered helicopter below Lava Falls. 

dŚĂƚ�ŵĞĂŶƚ�ǁĞ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐŽŵĞǁŚĞƌĞ͙ĂŶĚ�
ŵŝƐƐĞĚ�ŚŝŬĞƐ�Ăƚ�EĂŶŬŽǁĞĂƉ�ĂŶĚ�hŶŬĂƌ�ĂƐ�
a result. For my trip it was all or nothing. 

tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ϭϲ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ůŝĨĞƟŵĞ͍ A vapor.

�ŵĞƌŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ
/�ŐŽƚ�ŝŶũƵƌĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ϭϵϵϯ��ĂŶǇŽŶ�ƚƌŝƉ͕�Ă�ĨƌĞĂŬ�
accident. Fortunately we met a physician 

ŽŶ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�ƚƌŝƉ�ǁŚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ĮƌƐƚ�
aid. KƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ�/�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŶĐƵƌƌĞĚ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�
ĨŽƌ�Ă�ŚĞůŝĐŽƉƚĞƌ�ĞǀĂĐƵĂƟŽŶ͘ That said, I 

required everyone have insurance to pay 

ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�ĞǀĂĐƵĂƟŽŶ͘ I upgraded 

my AAA insurance for this coverage and 

photocopied everyone’s emergency 

card. It was one less issue to worry about  

;ηΘй͊�ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐͿ͘

^ĂƚĞůůŝƚĞ�;^ĂƚͿ�ƉŚŽŶĞ
We rented a Sat phone which cost $3 per 

minute when used. Several persons asked 

if they could call home. EŽ͕�ƐŽƌƌǇ͘ I wanted 

ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƩĞƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�ƵƐĞ�
only. We never used the Sat phone. Several 

group members used the Phantom Ranch 

pay phone instead.

'ƌŽƵƉ��ǇŶĂŵŝĐƐ
My primary recruits were old friends and 

fellow river rats. Among them I desired a 

ĐŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�ĮǀĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ�ŽĂƌƐŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�Ăƚ�
ůĞĂƐƚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ĐĂƉĂďůĞ�ďĂĐŬͲƵƉƐ͘ If you were 

a kayaker and unwilling to oar you slipped 

ĚŽǁŶ�ŵǇ�ŝŶǀŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ůŝƐƚ͘ 

/�ĂůƐŽ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƟĞƐ͘ My group 

ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ� Ă�ŵŝǆ� ŽĨ� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͕� ĂŐŶŽƐƟĐƐ͕�
Republicans, Democrats, beer drinkers, 

and nudists, but not necessarily in that 

order. I knew most everyone and informed 

the group of its diversity prior to launch. 

All were omnivores which eased menu 

planning. I like meat and would not bring 

a second kitchen to prepare vegan meals. 

ICONIC RIVER TRIPS

dŚĞ�>ŝƚƚůĞ��ŽůŽƌĂĚŽ�ZŝǀĞƌ͘
WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ�^ƚĞǁ�KĂŬůĞǇ



Ϯϴ� ĂŵĞƌŝĐĂŶǁŚŝƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ͘ ŽƌŐ

And yes, we discussed cereal. EƵĚŝƚǇ�Ăƚ�
camp was inappropriate. My group ranged 

ŝŶ�ĂŐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϮ�ƚŽ�ϲϵ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŵǇ�ŵŽŵ͘ 
I really didn’t want to see her birthday suit. 

/�ŶŽƟĐĞĚ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶĞ�ĐŽƵƉůĞ�ƌĂŶ�ůŽǁ�
on sunscreen by Day 15. 

Teams were assigned for camp and kitchen 

tasks. The groover team, comprised of our 

worst cooks, was not allowed to prepare 

meals or wash dishes. Everyone helped 

set and break camp. I had no tolerance 

for drug use or excessive drinking. �ŽĂƟŶŐ�
while impaired is stupid and dangerous. If 

ǇŽƵ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĚƌƵŐƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĂŶĚ��ĂŶǇŽŶ�
watch a video. 

^ĂĨĞƚǇ
Safety on the river, on hikes, and at camp 

was a huge concern. We discussed the need 

ƚŽ�ŚǇĚƌĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ǁĞĂƌ�ƐƵŶ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͘ At 

camp we laid out clear walking paths to 

circumvent the stoves and blaster, which 

ŚĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌƵƐƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ũĞƚ�ĞŶŐŝŶĞ͘ We diligently 

washed and disinfected dishes, removed 

ůŝƩĞƌ͕ � ĂŶĚ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞĚ� ŐŽŽĚ� ŚǇŐŝĞŶĞ� ĂŌĞƌ�
using the groover. I’ve encountered other 

ƚƌŝƉƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ƉĂƌƚǇ�ĂĐŚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�
ŶĂƐƚǇ�ŐĂƐƚƌŽŝŶƚĞƐƟŶĂů�ďƵŐ͘

Unfortunately I disappointed several 

ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂů�ƌŽƐƚĞƌ͘  

I carefully considered their strong 

personalities. ^ŝǆƚĞĞŶ� ĚĂǇƐ� ŽĨ� ͞�Žď͟�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ŵƵƟŶǇ͘ KŶ�ŽŶĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ƚƌŝƉ�
Ă�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ǁĂƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ƚŽ�
like. KƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�E&>�ƚƌŝǀŝĂ͘ 
We discussed a lot of football for over  

a week.

ICONIC RIVER TRIPS

Nankoweap (a place I missed in 1993).
WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ�^ƚĞǁ�KĂŬůĞǇ

To those I couldn’t take, all I can say is, 

sorry. I had limited space, a long wait, 

ĂŶĚ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ͘ zŽƵ�ƐƟůů�ŚĂǀĞ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�Žƌ�
ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ŽƵƞŝƩĞƌͲƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚƌŝƉ͘ 

I grew as a boatman and trip leader but was 

surprised by its mental toll. I was a nervous 

ǁƌĞĐŬ�ƵŶƟů��ĂǇ�ϳ͘  /�ǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŇŝƉƉŝŶŐ�
and didn’t want to disappoint my team. 

�ŌĞƌ�'ƌĂŶŝƚĞ�/�ŐĂŝŶĞĚ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵǇ�
ƌĂŌŝŶŐ�ƐŬŝůůƐ͘ In comparison, rolling a kayak 

is a cinch. Maybe you lose some personal 

gear if you swim. �Ƶƚ�ŇŝƉƉŝŶŐ�Ă�ŽŶĞͲƚŽŶ�
ƌĂŌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĨŽŽĚ͕�ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƐƐĞŶŐĞƌƐ�
;ŵǇ�ŵŽŵ͊Ϳ�ƚĞƌƌŝĮĞĚ�ŵĞ͘ �ŌĞƌ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇ�
running Lava (at 25,000 cfs) I knew I hit a 

home run. We were all safe, happy, and 

invigorated. KŶ��ĂǇ�ϭϲ�ǁĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�Ăůů�ƐĂĚ�ƚŽ�
reach Diamond. �ǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ĐƌĂǀĞĚ�Ă�ůŝƩůĞ�
bit more. 

WŽƐƚͲƚƌŝƉ�ďůƵĞƐ
I returned home and sank into a temporary 

funk. /�ŚĂĚ�ũƵƐƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ�
adventure only Grand Canyon vets can 

understand. KƵƌ�ďĂƐŝĐ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵĞƚ͗�
food, water, and companionship. EŽƚŚŝŶŐ�
ĞůƐĞ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ŵĂƩĞƌĞĚ͘ I was happy to see my 

ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ďƵƚ�ƐŽƌƟŶŐ�ƉŝůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ďŝůůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�
household chores was a bummer. My funk 

ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝĮĞĚ� Ăƚ� ǁŽƌŬ͘ The Grand Canyon 

is immense and the Colorado River is all 

powerful. The river doesn’t care if you’re 

Ă���K�Žƌ�ŚŽŵĞůĞƐƐ͘ The Canyon humbles 

one’s ego. 

dǁŽ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�/�ƐƟůů�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�
the groover team’s morning shout for last 

call. Kƌ� ŐĞƫŶŐ� ĐĂƵŐŚƚ� ŝŶ� ŶĞǀĞƌͲĞŶĚŝŶŐ�
eddies which amused my friends. We shot 

ǀŝĚĞŽ�ďƵƚ�/�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ǁŽŶĚĞƌ�ŝĨ�/͛ŵ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�
in the images. 

I aim to run it again, maybe during a 

ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƐŵĂůůĞƌ�ƉĂƌƚǇ͕�Žƌ�
perhaps even with a group of nudists. I 

ŚŽƉĞ�ŝƚ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�ĂŶ�ϭϴͲǇĞĂƌ�ǁĂŝƚ͘ /͛Ě�ďĞ�ϲϴ͙
and too wrinkly to wear my birthday suit.


